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of the commonest diseases of young horses, asses, and mules. Old animals are rarely affected. Strangles is recognized as contagious, but there is still some disagreement as to the specific germ or combination of germs responsible for it.
Cause
As mentioned before, this is a germ disease, but other factors have a direct bearing on the occurrence of strangles and must be considered in addition to the causative germ itself. It is an affliction of animals under five or six years of age. Badly ventilated stables and over-crowding bear their share of the blame. It is common to see animals affected when assembled in large numbers. Sales stables would furnish such a setting. Strangles is likely to be more prevalent during the damp changeable weather in the fall, winter, and spring months. Railway trips would upset an animal and thus lower its vitality, rendering it more susceptible, hence the term shipping fever. Showing at fairs would supply unnatural living conditions and perhaps exposure to infection.
Symptoms
There are two common types of strangles, ordinary and bastard. The ordinary form begins with dullness, rise in temperature, reddened eyes, and faster breathing. The animal goes off feed and appears uneasy. The eyes water and there is a straw-colored discharge from the nose. At first the discharge may be thin, but later charged with yellow pus. Young colts often sneeze and cough. Two or three days after the nasal discharge begins, a swelling may be noticed under the jaw. This is very tender and sensitive to the touch. The swelling increases in size and may finally come to a head and burst, discharging pus through the opening in the neck. After this the animal may feel better. The open abscess may continue to discharge pus for several days, gradually subside, and the animal recover. On the other hand, some animals do not fare so well. After